IN THE CLAIMS: 



1. (Original) An optical fiber component comprising: 

an optical element having a light incident end face on its one side and a light exit 
end face on its other side; 

a pair of photonic crystal fibers having their individual one-side end faces 
optically connected to the two end faces of said optical element; and 

a pair of single mode fibers having their individual one-side end faces optically 
connected to the other end faces of said pair of photonic crystal fibers, 

said pair of photonic crystal fibers having a mode field diameter made larger than 
that of said pair of single mode fibers. 

2. (Original) An optical fiber component comprising: 

an optical element having a light incident end face on its one side and a light exit 
end face on its other side; 

a pair of photonic crystal fibers having their individual one-side end faces 
optically connected to the two end faces of said optical element; 

a pair of collimation lenses having their individual one-side faces optically 
connected to the other end faces of said pair of photonic crystal fibers; and 

a pair of single mode fibers having their individual one-side end faces optically 
connected to the other end faces of said pair of collimation lenses, 

said pair of photonic crystal fibers having a mode field diameter made larger than 
that of said pair of single mode fibers; 
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said pair of collimation lenses having a mode field diameter gradually enlarged 
from the single mode fibers to said photonic crystal fibers. 

3. (Currently Amended) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 1 oH?, wherein 
said optical element is made of an optical isolator, an optical filter, an optical switch or 
an optical variable attenuator, or a combination thereof. 

4. (Original) An optical fiber component comprising: 

a single mode fiber; and a photonic crystal fiber having an end face optically 
connected to an end face of said single mode fiber and having a mode field diameter 
larger than that of said single mode fiber, 

the external diameter of said photonic crystal fiber being made substantially 
equal to a ferrule making an optical connector. 

5. (Original) An optical fiber component comprising: 

a single mode fiber; a collimation lens having an end face optically connected to 
an end face of said single mode fiber and having a mode field diameter gradually 
enlarged; and 

a photonic crystal fiber having an end face optically connected to the other end 
face of said collimation lens and having a mode field diameter larger than that of said 
single mode fiber, 

the external diameter of said photonic crystal fiber being made substantially 
equal to a ferrule making an optical connector. 
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6. (Currently Amended) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 2 eH>, wherein 
said collimation lens is a graded index fiber. 

7. (Original) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 6, wherein said graded 
index fiber has an end face fused to the end face of said graded index fiber. 

8. (Currently Amended) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 4 any c l a i ms 4 
to-?, wherein a connector housing is attached to the leading end portion of said photonic 
crystal fiber. 

9. (Currently Amended) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 1 any c l a i ms 1 
to-8, wherein said photonic crystal fiber has a mode field diameter of at least 20 pm. 

10. (New) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 2, wherein said optical 
element is made of an optical isolator, an optical filter, an optical switch or an optical 
variable attenuator, or a combination thereof. 

1 1 . (New) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 5, wherein said collimation 
lens is a graded index fiber. 

12. (New) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 5, wherein a connector 
housing is attached to the leading end portion of said photonic crystal fiber. 
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13. (New) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 6, wherein a connector 
housing is attached to the leading end portion of said photonic crystal fiber. 

14. (New) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 7, wherein a connector 
housing is attached to the leading end portion of said photonic crystal fiber. 

15. (New) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 2, wherein said photonic 
crystal fiber has a mode field diameter of at least 20 pm. 

16. (New) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 3, wherein said photonic 
crystal fiber has a mode field diameter of at least 20 pm. 

17. (New) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 4, wherein said photonic 
crystal fiber has a mode field diameter of at least 20 pm. 

18. (New) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 5, wherein said photonic 
crystal fiber has a mode field diameter of at least 20 pm. 

19. (New) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 6, wherein said photonic 
crystal fiber has a mode field diameter of at least 20 pm. 

20. (New) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 7, wherein said photonic 
crystal fiber has a mode field diameter of at least 20 pm. 
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21 . (New) An optical fiber component as set forth in claim 8, wherein said photonic 
crystal fiber has a mode field diameter of at least 20 pm. 
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Dated: December 29, 2004 
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